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BSBCRT501A Originate and develop concepts

BSBDES502A Establish, negotiate and refine a design brief



• When space planning for a commercial project, it is important to start by assessing 
the existing space and the requirements of each space (or area) within the whole 
space. 

• Once you have determined the functional requirements of the spaces, you can then 
begin to plan the space required to perform that function and then subsequently plan 
any adjacencies within the entire space.

• Each project is different with different requirements, so there is no ‘recipe’ for 
making a design criteria matrix when space planning, but the important thing is to 
consider the functions of the various spaces and how they fit in the space. 

• You must think about the types of activities carried out in each space and what the 
requirements might be. Once you have your data, you can record it in a matrix. 

Design Criteria Matrix



Used to help the designer make 
decisions about adjacencies and 
spatial considerations.

Design Criteria Matrix

Example



• Using the Design Criteria Matrix 
template provided, complete the 
matrix for the Fast Eddie’s project.

• The template is available at:

Fast Eddie’s Website / Concept 
Stage page / Spatial Planning 
heading / Design Criteria Matrix 
Template document 
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• Start by completing your details, the project name and the m² of the space.
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• List and number the various spaces within the project.
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• Work out the importance of each space within the project and label these accordingly.

• Record the m² per space (if known). This can be worked out from the spatial requirement drawing we 
completed earlier for the cutting station areas.
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•In the Adjacencies column, indicate which of the spaces should be located next to each other in the final 
plan.

• Circle those adjacencies which are critical (i.e. they must be next to each other).
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• Using the legend provided, indicate whether each of the spaces requires: public access, access to 
daylight/view, privacy or access to plumbing.
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• Finally, list any special requirements or equipment needs for each area.
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