
THE DESIGN PROCESS
for an interior design project



STAGE 1 

 Preliminary meeting

 The client brief

 The business proposal and client’s agreement to 

proposal

STAGE 2

 Design survey, measure and analysis

 Concept / initial design work

 Budget costings

 Preparation of client presentation 

 Presentation to client of initial through to final 

concepts

Refinement and development of 

design to client’s satisfaction.

CLIENT AGREEMENT

STAGE 3

 Working drawings (which might include lighting and service plans, 

designs for window treatments and joinery)

 Specifications / tender documents (against which builders, suppliers, 

manufacturers and specialists quote for their work)

STAGE 4

 Job program

 Schedule of works

 Procurement

 Site inspections

 Installation of furnishings

 Completion and handover

THE DESIGN PROCESS
for an interior design project



GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

At various stages of the design process in interior design, particular 

styles of drawings are more suitable than others. 

Following are some general guidelines for the various types of drawings 

for graphic documentation throughout the design process.



STAGE 1 

 Preliminary meeting

 The client brief

 The business proposal and client’s agreement to proposal

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

STAGE 1 Design brief

 Existing site sketches with measurements

 Basic space planning sketches



Anthropometric information relevant to 

the project should be obtained before 

undertaking space planning.



Prototypical Plan Sketches
Used to help the designer plan space 

with information from anthropometric 

data, etc.

Technique – Freehand sketches 

made over scaled grid underlay.

Tools – Pencil, marker pens, yellow 

trace.



Notes and relevant measurement 

information should be recorded 

on the prototypical plans



The information collected is used 

to accurately develop the spatial 

planning.



STAGE 2

 Design survey, measure and analysis

 Concept / initial design work

 Budget costings

 Preparation of client presentation 

 Presentation to client of initial through to final concepts

GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

STAGE 2 Design development

 Initial design sketches

 Concept drawings

 Schematic drawings



Criteria Matrix
Used to help the designer make 

decisions about adjacencies and spatial 

considerations.

Technique – Sketched or produced by 

computer

Tools –Marker pens, and paper or 

computer and word processing (table) or 

spreadsheet software



Initial Planning Sketches
Used to help the designer plan space 

and traffic flow, etc.

Technique – Freehand sketches 

with scaled plan of existing 

conditions as underlay.

Tools – Pencil, marker pens, yellow 

trace.



Initial Concept Sketches



This is the stage when the theme 

should be developed



Furniture, finishes and fixtures should 

be introduced to the process for 

further design development



Initial Concept Sketches
Used to apply planning and experiment with the 

space

Technique - Freehand drawing made with scaled 

grid as underlay and scaled furniture template.

Tools - Pencil, marker pen.



Initial Concept Sketches
Custom furniture and fixtures need to be 

developed as initial concepts as well.



Concept Sketches
Used during the design development stage to 

confirm and finalise concepts. 

Technique – Freehand pen drawing over scaled 

plan (or traced from preliminary CAD drawings)



Concept Sketches
Concept drawings may be coloured for clarity. 

Technique – Freehand pen drawing over scaled plan

(or traced from preliminary CAD drawings) with marker 

colouring.

Note: This not a rendering method, simply a colour 

code method to help clarify spatial function



Concept Sketches
Perspective drawings are produced to help identify the 

materials and finishes and furniture. 

Technique – Freehand pen perspective drawing (or 

traced from preliminary CAD drawings) rendered 

loosely with marker colouring.



Concept Sketches
Perspective drawings are produced to help identify the 

materials and finishes and furniture. 

Technique – Freehand pen perspective drawing (or 

traced from preliminary CAD drawings) rendered 

loosely with marker colouring.



client

Presentation of 

concept options



Schematic Drawing
After all elements of the design have been agreed 

upon by the client. Several options may be 

presented for consideration of the client.

Technique – CAD drawing  



Schematic Drawing
Schematic drawings may include custom furniture 

pieces.

Technique – CAD drawing  



Final Concept Presentation Drawing
When the final decisions have been made about 

all options available by the client, a set of boards 

is made to showcase the design. The drawings 

are rendered and images and samples displayed.

Techniques – Manual, CAD drawing, or hybrid.  



Final Concept Presentation Drawing
More examples.  



Final Concept Presentation Drawing
More examples.  



CLIENT 

AGREEMENT



GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

STAGE 3 Contract documents and specifications

 Working drawings

STAGE 3

 Working drawings (which might include lighting and service plans, 

designs for window treatments and joinery)

 Specifications / tender documents (against which builders, suppliers, 

manufacturers and specialists quote for their work)



Working Drawings
Technical drawings including plans, 

elevations, sections and details 

created for tradespersons, suppliers 

etc. on the project.

Technique – CAD drawings   

organised in sets.



Working Drawings
Technical drawings including plans, 

elevations, sections and details 

created for tradespersons, suppliers 

etc. on the project.

Technique – CAD drawings   

organised in sets.



Working Drawings
Technical drawings including plans, 

elevations, sections and details 

created for tradespersons, suppliers 

etc. on the project.

Technique – CAD drawings   

organised in sets.



GRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION

Generally, no drawings (graphic documentation) is required in stage 4.

STAGE 4

 Job program

 Schedule of works

 Procurement

 Site inspections

 Installation of furnishings

 Completion and handover



THE END


